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MEMORANDUM FOR: CRS/ADD Relcase

»

SUBJECT: Release of ER RP 75-25, Trends in Soviet
Civil Aviation, September 1975, Secret,
to Foreign Governments.

1. 1Itis requested that the attached copy of subject report be
forwarded as follows:

25X1C

2. All OER responsibilities as defined in the DDI memorandum
of 13 August 1952, "Procedures for Dissemination of Finished
Intelligence to Foreign Governments, ' as applicable to this report
have been fulfilled.

25X1A

_Chief, St/P/C/ER
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SENDER WILL CHECK CLASSIFICATION TOP AND BOTTOM
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Received from_ DDI Liaison Officer
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list of October pubs for release etc.

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONZ NO. DATE
Dep/SA/ER, 4 F 19, Hq. R 9002 6 Oct'75
| UNCLASSIFIED | CONFIDENTIAL | SECRET
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TRENDS IN SOVIET CIVIL AVIATION
SUMMARY

1. Aeroflot, the Sovict national airline, is the world's largest. Linking more
than 3,700 locations in the USSR and 67 foreign countries over a 500,000-mile
route network, the airline carricd 90 million persons in 1974, about 20% of.the
world total (sce the map and Table 1). The airline's vast supply of cduipmcnt
and personnel is geared primarily to domestic- operations, which account for 95%
of passcngers carried. Aeroflot's international services extend over a broad but thinly
served network, concentrated in Europe but stretching from the Western -
Hemisphere to the Far East. ) ’ o

2. To improve the airline's image, Soviet aviation policy shif ted in the 1970s
from the cXpansion'of routes to an upgrading of services. In the 1960s, new routes
¢xtending beyond existing Furopean services to the Middle East, Africa, and South
Asia had been the focus of attention. Most were established for political rcasons
and remain uneconomic to this day. As Acroflot filled out its network around
the world, the Soviets began to siress fleet modernization, improved quality of
péssenger services, and operational safety. .

3. The improvements in Aeroflot operations have been impressive, enhancing
the airline's'intcrnational image. Despite these gains, Aeroflot does not posc 2
commercial threat to major international. airlincs in the West. Its intcrnational
‘services do not offer the frequency of ﬂjéhts or the routc alternatives neccessary
to garner a significant portion of the highly competitive international travel market.
The Soviets appcar content to have Aecroflot provide limited service on extensive
international routes to maintain political and cconomic ties and to augment Sovict

military airlift capability.

i " DISCUSSION

4. ' Civil -aviation in the USSR celebrated its fifticth anniversary in 1973.
From an amalgamation of small regional carriers operating primarily in Europcan
Russia, Acroflot was cstablished as the Sovict national airline in 1932. At the
outbreak of World War I, Acroflot's network cxtended some 100,000 miles -
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